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THE DUEL. .

1o Breatfond town, of old renown,
There lived a Mister Bray,
Who fell in love with Lucy Bell,
And so did Mr. Clay.
To see her ride from Hammernmith
By all it waa allowed, =
Biach fair outaldes are seldom seen,
Soch angels oo a clond.
Bald Mz, Bray to Mr. Clay:
“ You choose (5 rival me
And court Mis Bell, bui there your court
No thoroughlare shall be.
* Unlers you now give up your bull,
You may ropest your love;
1 who have shot & plgeon 1oateh,
Can shoot a tartle dave.
* Bo pray, before you woo her more,
Consider what yoa do;
1t you pop aught to Lucy Bell,
T'll pep It Into you."
Bald Mr, Ciay to Mr. Bray:
" Your (hreats I quite explods ;
Une who ban boen a veluntesr
Kaows how to prime snd losd.
“ Avd 00 I my to you, unless
Your pasion quiet keeps,
1, who have shot and hit bull'seyea
May chance o hit a sheep's.”
Now, gold fa oft for silver changed,
And that for orpper red ;
Bat these two = cot away to give
Esch other ehange for lead.
But frst thay seught a [rlend splece,
This plensant (bought to give—
Whea they were dsad they thus should have
Two secands still to live
To mesaurs sut the ground oot long
The secanda then forebore,
And baving taken one rush step,
They took a dezsn more.

They next prepared erch platol pan
Agalost the diadly strife,

By putting in the prime of death
Agninst tbe prime of life,

Nowall was ready for the fom;
Bat when they took thetr stands,

“ Here cve of us may fall,
Al Nke 5t. Peul's Cathedrul now
Be doowed to bxve s ball,

Your ramred do the same 1™

Haid Mr. B.: I do agree;
Bat think of Honor’s Courts!
11 we go off without a shot
There will be strange roperis.
¥ But look, the morniog now is bright,
Though cloudy it begun ;
Why can't we alin above, as if
We had called cut the sun 1

8o up into the harmless sir
Thelr bullets they did send |

And may all other duels have
That upshot in the end |

A P!B.IWUJ ADVENTURE,

I visited Mount Hecla, in Tesland, just
before its terrible_eroption in 1845, and
the following isa brief narration of a
fenrful advesture which bappened to
me upon that sublime and desclate
elevation.

Having procured a guide, I set off at
an early hour on the morning following
my arrival in Salzun (at the foot of the
extinct voleano), praying for fuir weather,
good luck, and a safe return.

As you push on, sscending summit af-
ter summit, on your way to the great and
awful center of all, you find the danger,
dreariness, snd desolation gradually in-
cresse to the most terrible sublimity—
till at lsst, when you do finally stand on
the highest point in this unliving world
of chsos, you instinctively pray heaven,
with an icy shudder shivering through
your miserable frame, to restore you to
the life you seem to have left forever be-
hind you.

Oh, how shall T attempt to convey to
sny mind the awful scenes of desolation
that sarrounded me when at lsat I stood
more than four thouraud feet above the
level of the ses, on the highest peakof
the barren Hecla!

Six morial hours—three on horseback
and three on foot—had I been clamber-
ing upward from the world below ; and
now, among the very clouds that rolled
and swept around me, I stood in a world
of lava mountains, ice and snow—the
lava black as midnight, the suow of
blinding whiteness—and not in all that
region a tree, s bush, a shrub, a blade, or
even a solitary living thing, excepting
myself and guide! Far as the eyecould
reach, when the moving clouds permitted
me to see, was & succession of black,
rugged hills, snow-crowneéd peaks, glisten-
ing glaciers, and ice-bound streams, into
whose inanimate solitudes no human foot
had ever penetrated—a world without
plant or life—the very desolation of deso-
Iation—filled with yawning chasms and

“Indeed!” exclaimed I, fegling
strangely interested. “ What, then,do

fresh eruption T’

“] fear o, master. What can have
caused this change? You see thereia
heat below, which bas melted the thick
glacier, and only & few stresks of ice now
remain above the upper partof the sides,
while all the center is gone.”

“ And theground has n slight feeling
of wafmith, too,” I rejoined, as I bent
down and laid my band upon it.

“Tet us leave, msster,” returned the
feliow, hurriedly, looking around with
an expression of alarm. “Ido not like
to remsin here; we may bedestroyed at
any moment. Let us hasten down and
report what we have seen.”

“Nay,” said 1, feeling strangely inter-
ested and fascinated by the perilous nov-
elty; *I do not think there is any imme-
diate danger, for the snow and ice, asis
plain to be seen, have melted slowly; and
before I go away, never to return, I
should like to venture into this basin,
and look down into onme of those
chasms,"”

“(Oh, no, master,” 1eplied the guide,
with pervous anxiety: *‘ do not doit, It
might eost you your life.”

“ At least, I will risk it, if you will
agree to wait for me,” said I, fully deter-
mined on the ventare, even thoughlI
were to go without his consent,

“1 will wait,”” he answered ; “but, re-
member, master, you go down agninst my
advice.”

The crater or hollow was about filty
feet in depth, with gently sloping sides;
and wring my pointed stick, with the
greatest care, I forthwith begun the de-
scent, often stopping to try the temper-
atureof the lava with my hand, and find-
ing it growing gradually warmer asI
proceeded, though not sufficiently so as
to excite any alarm. In a short time [
resched the bottom, and stood on the
verge of oneof theseamsor chasms which
opened far down into the heartof the
mountsin. It was sbout four feet in

width, zigzag in shape, and emitted

strongly the peculiar odor before men-

tioned. A small, trickling stream, from

a melting Iayer of ice sbove, was running

into it; but 1 could only see that it was
lostin thedesp darkness below, fromwhich

came up & kind of hirsing, boiling, gurg-
ling sound, with something like a rumb-
ling shbck at slight intervals and gentle
pufls of heated sir.

Giving no heed to my guide’s earnest
solicitations, I now vesolved to sound, if
possible, the depth of the chasm before

me, and then proceed to inspect the

others ; and for this purpose I broke off
from = larger one a small block of lava,

and, advancing to the very edge of the

chasm, dropped it down, and listened to
the hollow reverberations, as it went
bounding from side to side, long after it
was lost to the eye. The depth wasso
immen=e that I heard it for more that &
minute, and then the sound seemed

rather to die out from distance, than to

cease because of the stone having reached

its destination. It was an awful depth,

and fearfully impressed me with the

terrible; and as I drew back with ashud-

der, a gust of hot, sulphurous air rushed

and roared upward, followed by a steam-

like vapor, and a heavy, bollow sound,

as if a cannon had been discharged far

down in the bowels of the earth,

This new manifestation of the powers
of nature fairly startled me into a desire
for flight; and I had slready turned for

the purpose, when suddenly there came

a sort of rumbling crash, and the

ground, shaking, heaving, snd rolling

under me, begun to crumble off into the

dread abyss, I was thrown down, sud,

on my hands and knees, praying heaven

for mercy, was scrambling over it and

upwards, to save mysell from a most
korrible fite, when two blocks, rolling
together, caught my feet and legs be-
tween them, and without crushing them,

held them as if in a vice. Then came

another crash and crumble, the lava slid

away from behind me, and I was leit

upon the very verge of the awful gulf,

now widened to some fifteen or twenty

feet, down which I looked with horror-
strained eyes, only to see darkness and
death below, and breathe the almost
suffocating vapors that rushed up from
that seemingly bottomless pit.

Oh, the horrors of that awful moment!
what pen or tongue can portray them?
There, a helpless but conscious prisoner,

dreadful abyases.

Wrappiug one of the blankets about
me, 1o protect me from the freezing eold,
and cautiously using my pointed stick to
try every foot of ground before me, I now
began to move about, over blocks, and
hesps, and hills of lava, and scros nar-
row chasms, and pitfalls, and patchesof
enow and ice, my fithful goide keeping
near, and often warning me to be care-
ful of my stepe. In this manner I a
length sscended & ridge of comsiderable
elevation, stumbling my way to the top,
and now and then displacing fragments
of lava that rolled crushing down behind
me. As yet I had seen no signs of the
mouth of the crater, which eighty years
before had vomited forth its terrific and
desolating streams of melted black sand;
but on reaching the summit of thisridge,
I looked down into & sort of basin, open
at the lower side, and having some three
or four deep seams and chssms in the
center, into which the melting snow and
ice, on its sides, were running in small
streams. A peculiar and not very
agreesble odor came up with a thin,
emoky vapor, and I fancied I could hear
a distant sound, something between a
gurgleand a rumble.

“I suppose thisis the original crater
I said, turning to the guide.

The fellow was as pale as death, and
overy feature expressed surprise, allied
to fear.

“What is the matter 7 I quickly de-
manded. “Have you never seen this spot
before "

“I have seen thiz place before, mas
ter,” he replied, “but never anything
like this. When I was here last, there

was no hollow here, but only alevel plain
of snow and ice.”

suspended over the mouth of a black
and heated abyss to be hurried down-
ward by the next great throe of frem-
bling nature !

“ Help, help, help!—for the love of
beaven, help!” I sereamed, in the very
agony of wild despair.

I looked up to catch a glimpse of 'my
guide ; but he was gone, and I bad noth-
ing to rely on but the mercy of heaven;
and I prayed as I never prayed before,
for a forgiveness of my eins, that they
might not follow me to judgment, It
might be & second—it might be a
minute—it might be an hour—that I
should have to undergo a living death;
but, be the time long or short, I felt that
therse was no escape from s doom that
even now makes me grow pale, and
shudder when I thiok of it. Above me
was & clear blue sky—beneath me, a
black and horrible abyss—around me,
sickening vapor that made my brain
grow dizzy.

Rumbliog and hissing sounds wamed
me that another convulsion might occur
at any moment, and another would be
the last of me. Home and friends 1
should never see sgain, and my tomb
would be the volcanic Hecla! 1 strove.

gage my imprisoned limbs, but T might
as well have attempted to move & moun-
tain, There I was, fixed and fastened
for the terrible death 1 was awaiting.
Oh, mercy ! what s fate !

Suddenly I heardashout; and looking
around, I beheld, with feelings that I can
never describe, my faithful guide hasten-
ing down the rugged sides of the crater
to my relief. He had fled in terrorat
the first alarming demonstration, but

you infer—that there is aboutto bes;

had nobly returned to save me, if
possible, by risking hislife for me.

“1 warned you, master,” he said, ashe
came up panting, his eyes half starting
from his head, and his whole countenance
expressing commingled terror and pity,

“You did—you did!" I cried; “ but
oh ! forgive and save me [

“You are already forgiven, master
and I will save you if I can—save yon,
or perish with you.”

Instantly he set to work with his iron-
pointed stick to break the lava sround
my limbs, but had ecarcely made any
progress, when agrin the earth trembled,
and the blocks parted, one of them roll-
ing down into the yawning chasm with
a dull, hollow sound. I sprang forward—
I seized a hand of the guide—we both
struggled hard, snd the next moment we
had both fallen, locked in each other's
arms, upon the solid earth above, I was
free, but still upon the verge of the pit,
and sny moment we might both be
hurled to destraction.

“ Quick, master!” cried the guide;
“up! up! and run for your life!”

I staggered to my feet, with a wild cry

of hope and fear, and, half supported by
my faithfull companion, hurried up the
sloping amides of the crater. As we
reached the ridge above, the ground
shook with & heavy explosion ; and look-
ing back, I beheld with horror a dark,
smoking pit, where we had.so lately
stood.
And then, without waiting to see more,
1 turned and fled over the rough ground
as fast ns my bruised limbs would let
me, We reached our horses in safety,
and, hurrying, down the mountsin, gave
the alarm to the villagers, who joined us
in our flight aeross the country till a
safe distance was gained, Here I bade
adien to my faithful guide, rewarding
him as a man grateful for the preserva-
tion of his life might be suppesed to do,
A few days later, when the long-silent
Hecls was again convulsing the island,
and sending forth its mighty tongues of
fire and strenms of lava, 1 was far away
from the sublime and awful scene, thank-
ing Heaven 1 was alive to tell the story
of my wonderful escape from a burning
tomb.

Southern CaliforniaHBealth Resorts.
The belt of country extending from
Santa Barbara to Ban Diego, in SBouthern
California, hias been deseribed as poseess-
ing unususl attractions asa sanitarium
for invalids at all s=azons, and particu-
larly in winter, by reason of its equable,
genial climate, dry air, exuberant vege-
table and fruit products, and charming
scenery. BSouth of the bold promontory
of the Bierra Nevada, which abuts upon
the ocean, the Califoania cosst is semi-
tropical, and exempt from the raw winds
and foge which, at times, trouble Ban
Francisco, sd irost and snow are almost
unknown, Although hitherto sceessible
only by a sea voyage, the principal
cities, Los Angeles, Ban Berpardino,
Anaheim, San Diego, snd Santa Barbara,
have been extensively visited, and have
given rise to a number of superior hotels
at each place. The extension of the
Bouthern Pacific Bailrosd, somesix hun-
dred miles eouth-east of San Francisco,
has recently annexed the whole fertile
and attractive region to the connected
railroad system of the country, and now
the most delicate invalid can ride in
parlor and sleeping cars, by a few stops
from ome car to another, continuously to
the three former points. Roads are in
progress to the two latter, which sare
now reached by short stage or steamer
rides. The expense and time consumed
in the trip are but little more than that
to Florida; and, of course, very much
less than the trip to Cuba, or the Medi-
terrapean, while it embraces many ad-
vantages which pone of them afford.
The time from New York to Los Angeles
iz about seven and & half days,

This is the center of the great vine-
yards and orange plantations of Cali-
fornin; both fruits being raised in won-
derful variety and excellence, Oranges,
lemons, figs, bananas, pomegranates,
olives and other fresh fruits, can be had
in perfection, aud strawberries and the
like all the year round. Daily news-
papers, telegraphs, modern conveniences
in house structures, and all the accom-
paniments of American civilization, so
necessary to convalescents, are also to
be had almost the same asat the east.
It is the prediction of many who have
visited Southern Culifersia, Mr. Nord-
hoff among others, that Southern Cali-
fornia will become the great natural
health resort of this continent. The
teack of the Southern Pacific is already
extended one hundred and fifty miles
eastward of Los Angeles, and is pro-
gressing toward Fort Yuma avd the
silver mines of Arizona and Sonora.

An Ashtabula Case in Court,

The New York Herald says that ap-
plication has been made in thatcity, in
the Surrogate's Oourt, for letters of ad-
ministration, by Eugene Steindall, on the
estate of his brother Robert. The latter
was one of the victims of the terrible
railroad disaster at Ashtabula, Ohio, on
the night of the 28th of December last.
The property to be administered on
amounted nominally to one hundred dol-
lars only, but the application there is
made so as to be certified to the Probate
Court of the county in Ohio where the
disaster occurred, to enable Mr. Steindall

with the madness of desperation, todisen- |
° = rs s | articles, with some of the

to bring an action against the railway

| compuny for the recovery of property of

which he alleges the employees of the
company rified the dead body of his
brother. He claims to have procured the
affidavits of parties who eseaped the fate
of his brother and so many others, who
saw a gold watch and chain, and other
railroad
officials, which have been identified as
having been worn by his brother at the
| time of his death.

A Troy, N. Y., dispatch says an ex-
plosion ol five tons of powder de-
molished three buildings of the Schagti-
coke powder mills. The shock was felt
twenty miles around. A large quantity
of powder was on hand for the Prussian
Government,

Count of the Eleetoral Voie.

Senate and House :

A bill to provide for and regulate the
counting of votes for President and Vice-
President, and the decision of questions
arisinz thereon, for the term commenc-
ing March 4, 1877.

America in ess assembled :  That the
Senate and House of Representatives
shall meet in the Hall of the House of
Representatives at the hour of len
o'clock, post meridian, on the first Thure-
day in l-‘ebmry, A, D. 1877, and the
President of the Senate shall be the
presiding officer. Two tellers shall be
previously appointed on the part of the
Henate, and two on the partof the House
of Representatives, to whom thall
be handed, as they are opened by the
President of the Senate, sall the certifi-
cates and papers purporting to be certifi-
cates of Electoral votes, which certifi-
cates and papers shall be opened, pre-
sented and acted upon in the alphabet-
ical order of the Siates, beginning with
the letter A. And said tellers having
then read the same in the presence
and hearing of the two Houses, shall
make a list of votes as they shall appear
from said certificates, and the votes bav-
ing been ascertained and counted s in
this act provided, the result of the same
shall be delivered to the President of the
Senate, who shall, thereupon, announce
the state of the vote and the names of
the persons, if any, elected, which an-
nouncement shall be deemed & sufficient
declaration of persons elected President
and Vice-President of the United States,
and, together with a list of the votes,
shall be entered on the journals of the
two Houses. Upon such reading of any
such certificate or paper, when thereshail
be only one return from & State, the Presi-
dent of the Benate shall eall for obliec-
tions, if any. Every objection shall be
made in writing, and shall state clearly
and conclusively, and withoutargument
the ground thereof, and shall be sign
by at least one Senator and one member
of the House of Representatives before
the same shall be received.

When objections so made to auy vole
or paper from the State shall have been
received and read, the Senate ghall,
thereupon, withdraw, and such objec-
tions shall be submitted to the Sevate
for its decision, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives shall, in like
manner, submit such objections to the
House of Representatives for its decision,
and no Electeral vote, or votes, from any
State from which but one return has
been received, shall be objected to, ex-
cept by the affimative vote of the twor
Houses,

When the two Houses have voted, they
shall immediately sgain meet, and the
presiding officers shall then announce
the decision of the question submitted.

2ec. 2. That if more than one return,
or paper, purportiog to be & return from
a State shall have been received by the
President of the Benate, purporting -to
be certificates of the Electoral votes
iven at the last preceding election for
‘resident and Vice-President in such
State, unless they shall be duplicates of
the same teturn, all such returns and
papers ehall be opened by him in the
presence of the two Houses, when met
as aforesaid, and read by the tellers, and
all such returns and papers shall there-
upon be submitted to the judgment and
decisien, as to which is the true and
lawful Electoral vote of such State, of
& Uommission, constituted as follows,
namely: During the session of each
House, on the Tuesdsy next preceding
the first Thursday. in February, 1877,
each Houte shall, by a viva voce vote,
appoint five of its members, who, with
five Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court of the United States, to be ascer-
tained as hereinafter provided, shall con-
stitute a Commission for the decision of
all questions upon or in respect of such
double returns named in this section.
On the Tuesdsy next preceding the first
Pumdn}- in Febiuary, A. D. 1877, or
5 soon thereafier as may be, the Asso-
cinte Justices of the Supreme Court of
the United States, now assigned to the
First, Third, Eighth, and Ninth Cir-
cuits, shall select, in such wanper as
the majority of them shall deem fit,
another of the Associated Justices of
said Court, which five persons shall be
members of said Commission, snd the
persen longest in Commission of said five
Justices shall be President of said Com-
mission. Members of said Commission
shall respectively take and subscribe to
the followingoath: “ I, , dosglemnly
swear or affirm, as the cass may be, that
I will impartially examine and conzider
all questions submitted to the Commis-
sion of which I am a member, and a true
judgment give thereon, agreeably to the
Constitution and Iaws, =0 help me God.”
Which oath shall be filed with the Sec-
retary of the Senate, When the Com-
mission shall have been thus organized
it shall not be in the power of either
House o dissolve the same, or to with-
draw any of the:membess; but if any
such Senator or member shall die or
become physically unable to perform
the duties required by this aect, the
fuct of such death or physical inability
shall be, by said Commission before it
shall proceed further, communicatad to
the Senate or House uf Representatives,
as the case may be, which body shall,
immediately and without debate, pro-
ceed by viva voce vote, to fill the piace
so vacated, and the person =0 sppointed
shall take and subseribe to the oath
hereinbelore prescribed and become a
member of ssid Committee, In like
manner if any of said Justices of the
Supreme Court shall die or become
physically incapable of performing the
duties required by this act, the other
of said Justices, members of said
Commission, shall immediately appoint
another Justice of said Courl a member
of said Commission, and in such appoint-
ments regardsshall be had to impartiality
and freedom from bias sought by the
original appointments to said Commis
sion, who shall thereupon immediately
take and subscribe to the oath hercinbe-
fore prescribed, and become a member of
ssidd Commission to fill the vacancy s
occasioned. All certificates aud papers

urporting to be certificates of the

ectoral votes of each State, shall be

Slates, as provided in Secton 1 of this
act, and when there shall be more
than one such certificate or paper, as
the certificates aud papers from such
State, shall 50 be opened, excepting du-
Ehcste! of the same, they shall be read

y Tellers, and thereupon the President
ol the Benate shall call for objections, if
any. Every objection shall be made in
writing, and shall state clearly and con-
cisely and without argument the ground
thereof, and shall be signed by at least
one Senator and one member of the
House of Representatives before the same
shall be received. When all such objec-
tions so made to any certificate, vote or

paper from a State shall have been re-

The following is the text of the bill re-
rted by the Joint Committee of the

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of
Representatives of the Uniled States of

opened in the alphabetical order of

ceived and read, ali such ceriificates,
voles and papers =0 objected to, a,udullll
papers accompanying the same, er
with such objections, skall bemgfeart.h-
with submitted to mid Commission,
which shall proceed toconsider the same
with the same powers, if any, now
sessed for that purpose by the two
Houses acling separstely or together,
snd by a majority of votes decide
whether any, or what, votes, from such
State, are the votes provided for by the
Constitution of the United States, and
how many and what persons were duly
appointed Electors in such State, and
may therein take into view such peti-
tions, d:gmir.ions and other papers, if
any, as shall by the Constitution and
now existing laws be competent and
pertinent in such consideration; which
decision shall be made in writing,statin
briefly the ground thereof, anﬁ' signe
by the members of the said Commission
;imeing therein. Wherenpon the two
ouses shall again meet, and such de-
cision ghall be read and entercd in the
journal of each House, and the counting
of the votes shall proceed in conformity
therewith, unless, upon objections
being made theretc in writing by
at least five Senators and five members
of the House of Representatives, the two
Houses shall separately concur in order-
ing otherwise, in which case such conenr-
rent order shall govern, No votes or
papers from any other State shall be acted
upon until the objections previously
made to the votes or the papers from
any Siate shall have been finnlly dis-

of.

Sec. 8, That while the two Houses
shall be in meeting, as provided in this
act, no debate shall be allowed, and no
question shall be put by the presiding
officer, except to ecither House, or a
motion to withdraw, and he shall have
power to preserve order.

Sec, 4. That when the two Houses
separate to decide upon an objection
that may have been made to the count-
ing ol any Electoral vote, or votes, from
any State, or upon objection to a report
of said Commission, or other guestion
arising under this act, each Senator and
Representative may speak to such objec-
tion or LEue:u.ion ten minutes, and not
oftener than once, but after such debate
shall have lasted two hours, it shall be
the duty of each House to put the main
question without further debate.

Sec, b That a2t such jeint meeting of
the two Houses seats shall be provided
as follows : For the President of the Sen-
ats, the Speaker’s Chair ; for the Speaker,
immediately on the left; the Senators,
in the body ef the Hall upon the right
of the presiding officer; for the Repre-
sentatives, in the body of the Hall not
provided for the Senators; for the Tel-
Jara’Secramry of the Senate and Clerk
of the House of Representatives, at the
Olerk’s desk ; for other officers of the
two Houses, in frent of the Clerk's desk
and upon each side of the Speaker's
platform. Such  joint  meetin
ghall mot be  dissolved- unti
the count of the Electoral votes shall
be completed and the result declared,
-amd~no recess shall be tuken unless a
question shall have arizen in regard to
counting any such votes or otherwise un-
der this act, in wlich case it shall be
competent for either House, acting sep-
arately in the manner hersinbefure pro-
vided, to direct a recess of such House,
not beyond the next day (Sunday ex-
cepted), at the hour of ten o'clock in the
forenoon. And while any question isbe-
ing considered by said Commission,
either House may proceed with its legiti-
mateor other business,

Sec. 6. That nothing in this act shall

be held to impair or aflectany right now
existing under the Constitution and laws
to question by '!I:mceeding in the Judicial
Courts of the United States the right or
title of the person who shall be declared
elected, or who shall claim to be Presi-
dent or Vice-President of the United
States, if’ any such right exists,
Beo., 7. That raid Commission shall
make it2 own rules, keep a record of its
proceeding, and shall have power to emn-
ploy such persons as may be necessary for
the transaction of its busine:s and the
execution ef its pawer.

The Counting of the Yotes for Presi-
dent,
[¥rom the New York Evening Post (Rep.)]
A day or two since we referred toa
publication containing the entire history
of the mode adopted, under our Constitu-
tion, of counting the voles for President,
together with the debates in Congress on
that subject. We must frankly say that
we do not see how anybody can read and
impartially consider the massof evidence
which this complication [urnishes
without being irresistibly impelled to
the conelusion that it belongs to the two
Houses of Congress alone t3 count the
votes for President, and that the Presi-
dent of the Sepate has nothing to do
with it save to open the certificates by
which the votes are authenticated,
In the first place—and this is a diffi-
culty which those who hold that the
President of the Senate may count the
votes may have to enmcounter on the
very threshold of the controvarsy—the
Constitution does not confer that power
upon him. It directs that he *‘shall
open all the certificates,” that authenti-
eate the votes and * then the votes shall
be counted.” It may with perfect co-
gency be argued that the Constitution is
one of the most solemn of writlen instru-
menis; that it confers no more author-
ity than it actually expresses; that in
thia provision the sct which the
President of the Senate iz author-
ized to perform is simply ministerial,
asking no exercise of judgment, and that
to extend this authority to counting the
votes, which would require him to de-
cide which votes should be counted and
which rejected, would be contrary to
every rule of fair interpretation, and in
fact scarcely less absurd than to elaim
that, because a deed of warranty ex-
pressly conveys the title (v a certain
shed, it slso conveys the title to a con-
tiguous mansion not mentioned in the
deed.

But suppose the trus econstruction of
this part of the Constitution to be in
any degree ambiguous, we naturally in-
quire what construction hus been put
upon it in practice, and whether that
practice b= not by Jong usage acquired
the force of law, Looking at the history
of the different elections of President
we find that at the first election o1
President—and that President General
Washinglon—the DPresident of the
Senate did, in fuct, open the certificates
and count the votés. But that election
wus ope in which the votes were all for
General Washington—there was no dis-
eretion to be exercised in connting or re-
jecting them ; the counting was a simple
formality, an armithmetical computa-
| tion, which might justas well have heen
done by any com petent clerk—and ready
| reckoner called in for that purpose—as
by tbe President of the Seunte. But
this was never dome again. At all
elections ever since, the two Houres
have exercised the authority which the

Constitution did not confer upon the |*

President of the Senate and have notonly
witnessed the countimg, but counted
the votes. For more than eighty years
—ithrough more than two generations of
the human race—the two Houses of
Congress have claimed and exercised
this suthority, and during all that time
the President of the Senste has made
no attempt to vindicate to himeelf that
office, which bhe should have done if
fairly entitled to it. From one Presi-
dential term to another, from 1793 to
1865, the two Houses of Congress ap-
pointed a joint committes at each eleo-
tion “ to ascertsin and report a mode of
examining the votes for President and
Vice-President.” In 1865 the two Houses
joined in adopting & permanent standing
rule in regard to counting the votes
called the **twenty-second joint nlle,’t
in which the mode of examining and
verifying the returns of votes given by
the electoral coll of the States was
more precisely laid down. Under that
rule the votes for President and Viee-
President were counted the two
Houses until after the secon
General Grant, in 1873, when this joint
rule was repealed,

In the meantime it cannot be said that
*e cluim of the two Honses fo count the

otes bad been acquiesced in simply be-
cause it has not been thought worth
while to discusait. On the contrary it
has been vigorously asserted by the
ablest leading men of Congress of both
parties, Among these are Bingham,
of Ohio, Trumbull, of Illinois, Conkling,
of New York, Boutwell, of Masssa-
chusetts, Logan, of Illinois, and other
prominent members. Indeed, but for
the doubt in which the close vote for the
rival candidates leaves the present elec-
tion there would, in our opinion, bave
been no question of the sole power of
the two Houses to keep in their hands
the authority to examine and count the
voles for President and Vice-President
of the United States.

There is therefore no alternative left
for the two Houses but to proceed as
they have hithartoo donain exercising
the constitutional and traditionsal power
of counting the votes. The party which
seeks to depart frem it and to substitute
the decisions of the Fm:iding officer of
the Benate for those of Congressventures
on a dangerous, not to say a fatal, exper-
iment.

A Parallel Case.

One of the best points yet made in the
discussion of the Presidential count is
thut credited to Proctor Knott in the
following story, told by the Washington
correspondent of the New York Herald :

Professor Seelye, a few days ago, was
making & very learned argument upon
that part of the Constitution which says
that “the President of the Senute
ghall, in the presence of the BSenste
and House of Representatives, open
all the certificates and the vote
shall be counted.” Mr, SBeelye, who is
a Republican, was of course maintaining
that Mr. Ferry, the President of the Sen-
ate, had the clear and indisputable right,
not only 1o open the voies, but to do the
counting. At a particularly vigorous
and eloguent point in his argument, Mr.
Pmcto':ql\'nutl., the chairman of the com-
mittee (2o the story goes), remarked:

* Professor, I donot wish to interrupt
you in your eloquent coustitutional ar-
gument, but T want you to explain
to me an invitation I have just
received to dinner, the interpretation of
which perplexes me agood deal, Itis
a4 follows:

“The pl

eof your pany is requested
at diuner to-morrow evening, st Welcker's,
to meét Professor SBeelye and other distin-
guished gentlemen. The disbes will be un-
covered by the steward precisely at seven
o'elock, and the dinner will then be eaten

“Now what I want you to interpret
for me, Professor,” said Mr, Kvott, * is
who is to eat the dinner—the steward,
or you and I and the rest of the guests?”

Hayes on Retarning Boards,.

The following opinion of a cirtain Re-
publican of prominecce is undoubtedly
sound :

“The conduct of the officers whose
duty st elections is to receive and count
the ballots and make returns of the re-
sult ought to be above suspicion. This
can rarely be the case when they all be-
long to the same political party. A fuir
representstion of the minority will go
far notonly to prevent fraud, but, what
isaimost of equal importance, to remove
the suspicion of fraud.”

It should be added that this passage
does not refer, ss might be suppused, w
the Louisiana Returning Board, but was
rnm.-d. as a glittering generality by oue

tutherford B, Hayes, in his mes=age w0
the Ohio Legislature of 1869. .

Ix. the great valley between the North
and South mountains, in Penusylvavia,
commonly called the Eastern Ridges,
a well was dug some years since in Frank-
lin, and another in Cumberland County,
thirty or forty miles from the former,
which led to a discovery affording a sub-
ject for interesting speculation, After
proceeding in each instance to the depth
of about thirty-six feet, the bottom of
these wells gave way (but fortunately
when the workmen had retired) aod a
wrrent of water rushed up. A lead was
sunk fifcy fathoms of line without finding
Lhe least obstruction. They remain at
this time vntouched, and of unknown
depth. The presumption is, that there
is a subterranean lake in that quarter,
and how far it extends under the base of
‘the vast primitive mountains, situated
between theSusquehanna and Pitteburg,
will never be ascertained, unless by some
terrible convulsion of nature they should
be precipitated in the tremendous abyss,

Tue impossibility of constructing a
supermarine telegraph line has not de-
stroyed all hopes of some method being
dizcovered of communicating between
ships at sea and theland. It isnow pro-
posed that ocean steamers carry with
them carrier pigeons which will bear to
their bomes any information it may be
desirable to send from ship to shore, If
this scheme could be successfully carried
out there would be an end to the great
anxiety caused when steamers are over-
due, and such disasters az the loss of the
City of Bosion might not remain forever
n mystery.

A wrrrie girl asked her mother:
“What kind of a bear is a consecrated
cross-eved bear?”
that she had never heard of such an
animal. The child insisted that they
sang it at the Sunday-school. *No,"
eaid the mother; “it’s ‘a consecrated
cross I bear, "

SyaLy fnults indulged are little thieves

that let in greater,

election of | In

The mother replied |

OHIO LEGISLATURE.

On the 16th Janunary, the Commissioner
of Hailroads and Telegraphs sent a lengthy
communiecation to the House, in answer to
tneir resolution of imquiry, in which he
notices most of the points involved in the
Ashtabuls disaster. He says: “The pro-
visions of sections one and two, of the act
entitled * An sot to protect more effectunlly
the lives of railroad passengers from casual-
ties by fire, have not been enforced by
this office. The aet, in prescribing the mode
by which forfeitures for violsting its pro-
vidlons shall be recovered, apparently not
conum!ﬂltlug such action by the Commis-
sioner.,” In nnother section he mays
the questions are asked all the railroad
operators yearly, and their answers filed;
and a little later seems Lo say &:hrmgh the
language is obscure; that no such plan as is
contemplated 1o secure the wrecked cars
agninst fire is practicable.

In the Senate, January 17, the morning
hour was devoted to routine business. The
ense of Joseph Cox ve. Jordon Harmoo, in
the Hamilton County contested election
onse, was laid over for examination to the
30th inst, Mr. Curtis’s bill sppropristing $25,-
000 to ineresse the facilities for manufactur-
ing gas at the Penitentiary was
the House alarge number of bills were
read and referred to the Committees. Mr.
Connahan's bill to re-enact the provisions
of the MeConnellsyille ordinanee was read
the third time and by !I'Em-?vula postponed

e following House

until Febroary 21.
bills were passed: To authorize the incor-
poration of sssociations of Mutual Fire In-
surance Companies; to authorize the
levy of a tax to build a bridge socross
the Bcioto River in  Ross County,
to regulate the trade in serap iron and ofd
metals ; 1o authorize the repair of freeturn-
pikes in Brown County. Twenty billa were
read » second time, Mr, Perkins offered a
resolution directing Ohio’s Senators and
Beprescntatives in Congress to vote for the
amended pension bill, which allows pensions
to date from the time of the soldier's dis.
#e, or if to a widow from the timeof her
husband’s death. Referred to Committee on
Federal Relations.

In the Bennte, Jannary 18, Mr, Lewis of-
fered & resolution, which was adopted, re-
ferring to the sppointment of Charles D.
Wilson, of Indiasnapolis,as Superintendent
of the Athens Asylum, *“notwithstanding
the Trostees were furnished with a written
opinion of Attorney-Geuneral Little that
\t:ihna, mat _baing an electaraf Ohia, was.d
to the position, and
directing the Committee on Benevo-
lent Ipsiitutisns to examine and
repost, first, whether said Wilson Is ineligi-
ble under the Uhio Constitution; second,
whether, in his appointment, the Trust
did disregard the opinion of the Atorney-
General; and third what is necessary to be
done to prevent such violation ol law, and
the paying of monsy upon any m}ui-'iﬁnn
of such Superintendent.”........In the
House 8  joint resolution waa of-
ferred by Mr. Hawley, authorizing the
printing of two thousand additional copies
of the Ohio Sehool History, the same to be
sold at cost price by the School Commis-
sioner, A petition was presented from
sixty-three citizens of Hamilton County for
a law to provide for the iun}nctinn of steam
boilers. Mr, Dempsey’s bill for the protec-
ticn of boarding house keepers was passed,

In the Senate, January 19, a memorial was
presented asking for the appointment of &
State Commission to investigate the hog
cholera. Senate Eill No. 245 wos taken up
and passed. This bill limits County Com-
missioners [rom sppropristing more than
$10,000 on any bridge or bnilaing, without
submitting the same to the people Iu the
House, Mr, Burchard introduced abill to fix
the price of legal sdvertising in connlies
haviog a popu'ation exceeding 200,000 in-
habitants, uud 1o authorize parties to suits to
designate inwhat paper of general cirenlation
in such counties, legal advertisemenis for the
sale of yeal or personal property, upon ex-
eoution or npon orders of sale, shall be pub.
lished. A petition was presented {rom
eighty-four ¢itizens of Humiiton County for
the inspection of steam boilers, Bills were
passed : Toruthorize County Commissioners
to remove obstructions from living streams;
to allow each Co-operstive Trade Associa.
tion to determine what shall constitote a
quorum for traoeacting business; to allow
riilroad and express companies to charge
storage on unmurked pa
The Committee on Inssne Asylem
reported back the bill to provide for the
erection of & howe for incurable insane,

ineligible

With #and on their motion the bill was in-
definitely postponed. Theconumittes make
this recommendation because they say that
when the new Central Asylum is ready for
occupancy, thin class of uafortunates will
be properly cared for.

January 20, no business of importance was
transacted by the Senate, which at noon ad-
journed until Monday In the House,
a bill was introduced by Mr. Barreit for
the appointment of A commission to Investl-
gnte the hog cholern. Mr. Wales offered n
resolution, which was relerred to the Com-
mittee on  Public Works, to authorize
Emiline Bundy, John R. Bundy and David
Banker to bring an action in the Common
Pleaa Court of %iuliur Connty, sgainst the
Btate, for damage done to lands by the over-
flow of water from the Middietown dam., Mr,
Zucecock offercd o resolution to submit
to a2 wote of the people, an amendment
to the State Coostitution, to authorize the
eleetlon of Township Trustees for three
years, The resolution was ordered printed.
Mr, Bohl's biil, to authorize the Auditor of
Whashington County to refund tsxes erro-

neously paid by F. ana, was passed.
Fouched Her Heart.

Yesterdsy morning, says M. Quad, a
woman living on Nupoleon Street, was
seen on the walk in front of the gate
heaving the snow right and left, and she
had only got fairly settled to work when
a boy lounged up and remarked :

“ Tl clear off the walk for ten cents.”

] guess I'm able to do it she re-
plied.

“ But see how it looks,” he continued.
“ Here you are, o perfect lady inlookand
action, highly-educated, and yet you
grovel in the dust, as it were, tosave the
pitiful sum of ten cents”

“You grovel nbout and mind your own
business,” she curtly replied, still dig-
ging away.

“Jt's worth ten cents,” he snidas he
leaned up agsiost the fence, “but 'm a
feller with some sentiment in my bosom.
Now, we'll say five cents, or just enough
to cover the wear and tear o’ my bones,
Give me the shovel and you goin, get
on your seal skin sacque and best jew-
elry, and while I work you stand out
here and boss and talk as if you owned
the biggest half of North America, while
I had nothing and was in debt for that.”

She looked at him sharply, saw that
hie was in earnest, and when she passed
over the snow shovel she put two nick-
els into his hand. He looked after her
as shie went in, and then sadly mused :

“ (! Flattery, thy surest vietim s
& woman homely enough for a scare-
orow.”

some antiquarisn discoveries near Mad-
ras, Fossil men, immense urns, in
which the sborigines were incremated
before the time of the Brahmins, curi-
ous poltery ware and various kinds of
implements are said to have been ex-
humed. Several of the vases or urns
are more than five feet in height, and
possess exquisite decoration.

THE pn-sjcct for an inter-vceanic canal
from the Atlantic to the Pacific is mak-

ing steady progress,

|

LIFe OP A LEAF,
I flung » leaf on & summer stream
That I plucked from s alder tree,
And I watched it dencsjin the sunny beam
Where the eddies played A
“Oh! for a life lke that leal,™ I cried,
" Fioating along on the wunlit tide™

Over the waler cama & hioase,

And 1t hurried the leaf slong ;
Down to the margin stooped the trees,
And they w] & genlie song.
"1 for s life e the leal,” I eried,
¥ Ever in sunshine and song to glide."

Fast spad the leaf on iis joyous way,
TII it resched the rocks in the river;
Over the ledge, amid foam and spray,
Went the leaf, and was Jost forever.
“Ah, me! Is life like the leal? I cried—
" Like = Jeal," the echolng rocks replied.

PENCIL AND SCISSORS,
Tsae remembrance of a well-spent lif
is sweef.
Tae deeper the sorrow the less tongue
hath it.

It is so proveking to acknowledge s
charming serenade from Thomas Scott
and see it in print the next morning as
Thomas Scatt.

THE times are 0o hard that an Irish-
man says he has parted with all his
elegant wardrobe, except the arm-holes
of an old waistcoat.

NommisTrows Herald: We breathe
easier now. The new counterfeiv $1,000
notes now in circulation can be detected
by their “greasy feel.” If eats into an
editor’s salary fearfully to get “stuck”
with four or five such notes in a week.
Forry miLLioxs of free people, dedi-
cated from infancy to adoration of the
palladium of their liberties, will some
time or eother flop over upon the
inventor of *“bull-dozing” and mash
bim down, down, down into the night of
everlasting nothingness,

A TRAVELER visiting a cathedral was
Ehowd DY [l Escrietan, among other
marvels, a dirty opaque glass phial,
After eyeing it for some time, the tray-
eler gaid: “Do you eall this a relic?
Whky it is empty.” “Empty,” retorted
the sacristan, indignantly, *Bir, it con-
tains some of the darkness that Moses
spread over the land of Egypt.”

THE ENEEZE,

What & mwowent ! what a doubt !

All my nose is inside out ;

All my thrilling, tickiing caustic,

Pymmid rhinoscerostie.

Wants (o sneezs, and can nol do it.

How It yearns me, stings me, thrills me!

Now sayn, '* Boeeze, You goose ; get through iL"
Shee—ahss—oh | "tis meat del—lahi
Ishi—ishi—most del—ishi.

“T'vE got another, my dear,” said Mr,
Dorkins, as he hurried into the'house,
“If you were on the top of Trinity
Church spire on the backof a goose, how
would you get down ?' Mrs, Dorkins
thought she'd jump down, slide down
the lightning-rod ; fly down ofi thé Booss,
fall down, and then gave it up. * Why,
if you wanted to get down, you could
pick it off the goose,” £aid Mr, Dorkins,
exultantly.

A WEesSTERN man committed Jsuicide
because the girl he loved didn’t love him.
For two long years he held up the farm
gate until a Iate hour st night, did the
churning for her, milked the cows, did
the family washing, picked the hops,
cradled the oats, fed the horses, picked

cs. | Stones in the field, built new fences,

peinted all the outbuildings, while-
washed the kitchen, fed the horse and
courted the aforesaid daughter, and then
the aforesaid daughter eloped with &
lightningrod man, and he suicided.

De Quixcey was under sad bondage
to his landlady in his latter days, The
woman had a sharp tongue and a'bad
temper, and the esayest, when unable
to pay hisrent, suffered accordingly. Bhe
is said to have taken possession of a
great number of his manuseripts, and De
Quincey put the best face on the matier
by representing that the woman “ had
conceived a violent but hopeless attach-
ment to him, which he could never re-
ciprocate, and this was the method in
which her rage and jealousy displayed
themselves.”

AX eloping New Jemey couple re
turncd after the wedding to the bride's
house to be beamed upon and blessed by
her parents, No seoner was the marriage
certificate displayed in the presence of
the old folks, than the father procceded
to kick the bridegroom into the street,
while the mother blackened her daugh-
ter's eye und removed several handfuls
of her natural hair. The wedding re-
ception was postponed, but ina few days
the parents concluded that marringeis
regulated by law and not by indignation
meetings, and they sent for their son-in-
law.

THE people of Los Angeles took a very
unique method of preventing a threat-
ened influx of Chinese laborers, A
party of six hundred arrived there a fow
daysagoand camped near the depot., The
citizens immediately started a report that
the peculiarity of the climste causes the
nose to grow to a formidable length,
and that the Indians invarjably seize
Chinamen by their elongated appendage
and wring their heads off,. A few min-
utes before the time for the departure
of the train for Indian Wells the Chinese
seized their baggage, dashed it from the
cars, and stampeded over the hills and
out of sight,

THE great railroad engineer, George
Stephenson, who ran his cngine at a8 mile
& minute, said his doubt was not how
fast he could make them go, but at what
pace it would be proper to stop, He said
that e could make them travel with
greater speed than any bird could cleave
the air, and he ascertained that four
hundred miles an hour was the extreme
velocity which the human frame could
endure, at which it could move and
live.

THE Temperance promoters have just
been convicted of a great blunder in
London. They had opened people’s
coflee rooms at low prices; but a corres-
pondent whosallied forihk on a Iate terri-
ble night totest their utility found all the
gin places erowded and ablaze with com-
fort, but the *“People’s Cafes™ closed, at
830 p. m. The excuse made by the
managers was that it did not “pay” w0
keep them open after working hours,

———




